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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Rural Lifestyle Text Amendment Update

STUART, Fla (March 28, 2023) – In September 2022, the Martin County Board of County 
Commissioners adopted a text amendment creating a new future land use designation within the 
Comprehensive Plan, referred to as Rural Lifestyle. 

The Rural Lifestyle designation in the Martin County Comprehensive Plan is intended to provide 
guidelines for developing self-contained rural communities with an emphasis on maintaining and 
enhancing open space and protecting land and water. 

The text amendment was challenged, and an administrative hearing was held. The judge issued a 
Recommended Order based on evidence provided at the hearing and found that the petitioner failed 
to prove the challenged items with one small exception – a proposed community store.  

Martin County has reviewed the Recommended Order and is pleased the judge ruled in the County’s 
favor on all issues with one minor exception. The County is evaluating options in the pending 
challenge to bring the Rural Lifestyle vision forward – a vision to be stewards of land and water, a 
vision to protect what makes Martin County special.  

Residents are encouraged to visit www.martin.fl.us, Martin County’s online resource for 
services, news and information, and connect with us on social media. Follow us on Twitter, 
Facebook, Instagram and LinkedIn and subscribe to our YouTube Channel.
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About the Martin County Board of County Commissioners 
The five-member Board of County Commissioners is the legislative governing body of Martin County. Each 
Commissioner is elected to a four-year term by voters in the countywide area. Chapter 125.01 of the Florida Statutes 
establishes the specific duties and powers of the Board of County Commissioners. Exercising their legislative powers, 
the County Commission adopts ordinances (local laws) and resolutions to establish policies and programs to protect 
the health, safety and general welfare of Martin County residents. 

This document may be reproduced upon request in an alternative format by contacting the County ADA 
Coordinator (772) 320-3131, the County Administration Office (772) 288-5400, Florida Relay 711, or by 
completing our accessibility feedback form at www.martin.fl.us/accessibility-feedback
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